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THE DOCTRINE OF THE SWORD

I do believe that, where there is only a choice between
cowardice and violence, I would advise violence. Thus
when my eldest son asked me what he should have done,
had he been present when I was almost fatally assaulted
in 1908, whether he should have run away and seen me
killed or whether he should have used his physical force
which he could and wanted to use, ^ and defended me, I
told him that it was his duty to defend me -even by using
violence. Hence it was that I took part in the Boer War,
the "so-called Zulu Rebellion and the late War. Hence
also do I advocate training in arms for those who believe
in the method of violence. I would rather have India
resort to arms in order to defend her honour than that she
would, in a cowardly manner, become or remain a helpless
witness to her own dishonour.

But I believe that non-violence is infinitely superior to
violence, forgiveness is more manly than punishment.
Forgiveness adorns a soldier. But abstinence is forgiveness
only when there is the power to punish; it is meaningless
when it pretends to proceed from a helpless creature. A
mouse hardly forgives a cat when it allows itself to be torn
to pieces by her. I therefore appreciate the sentiment of
those who cry out for the condign punishment of General
Dyer and his ilk. They would tear him to pieces, if they
could. But I do not believe India to be helpless. I do not
believe myself to be a helpless creature. Only I want to
use India's and my strength for a better purpose.

Let me not be misunderstood. Strength does not come
fromjphysical capacity. It comes from an indomitable willf.
An average "ZululFany way more than'a match for an
average Englishman in bodily capacity. But he flees from
an English boy, because he fears the boy's revolver or
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